DINO FUN FACTS

1. MOST DINOSAURS WERE HERBIVORES, WHICH MEANS THAT THEY ATE PLANTS.

2. THE BIGGEST CARNIVORES WERE THEROPODS FROM THE CRETACEOUS PERIOD.
AN EXAMPLE IS TYRANNOSAURUS REX.

3. ONE OF THE LARGEST KNOWN COMPLETE DINOSAUR WAS BRACHIOSAURUS ("ARM LIZARD")
WHICH REACHED 82 FT (TWO LARGE SCHOOL BUSES) IN LENGTH AND 42 FT (A 4 STORY

BUILDING) IN HEIGHT!

4. ONE OF THE SMALLEST DINOSAURS WAS SLIGHTLY LARGER THAN A CHICKEN.
COMPSOGNATHUS ("PRETTY JAW") WAS 3 FT LONG AND WEIGHED ABOUT 6.5 LBS.

5. TODAY, ONLY WHALES ARE CLOSE IN SIZE TO THE LARGEST DINOSAURS.
6. AT PRESENT OVER 700 DIFFERENT SPECIES OF DINOSAURS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AND
NAMED. HOWEVER PALAEONTOLOGISTS BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE MANY MORE NEW AND

DIFFERENT DINOSAUR SPECIES STILL TO BE DISCOVERED.

7. THE TERM DINOSAUR ("TERRIBLE LIZARD") WAS COINED BY THE ENGLISH ANATOMIST SIR
RICHARD OWEN IN THE EARLY 1840's.

8. THE OLDEST DINOSAURS APPEARED ON EARTH APPROXIMATELY 230 MILLION YEARS AGO.

9. DINOSAURS HAD REPLACEABLE TEETH; WHEN A TOOTH WAS LOST OR BROKEN, ANOTHER
ONE GREW IN TO TAKE ITS PLACE.

10. VARIOUS DINOSAURS LIVED ON EARTH FOR ABOUT 165 MILLION YEARS. IN COMPARISON,
HUMANS HAVE ONLY BEEN AROUND FOR ABOUT 1 MILLION YEARS.

11. THE DUCK-BILLED HADROSAURS (AN EXAMPLE 1S PARASAUROLOPHUS) HAD UP TO ABOUT
960 TEETH — THE MOST OF ANY DINOSAUR.

12. WHEN THE FIRST DINOSAURS WERE ALIVE, THE FORMATION OF THE CONTINENTS WAS
ONE BIG SUPER CONTINENT CALLED PANGAEA.

13. THE BIGGEST DINOSAURS WERE SAUROPODS, GIGANTIC, SLOW-MOVING, SMALL HEADED
PLANT EATERS FROM THE LATE JURASSIC AND CRETACEOUS PERIODS.

14. HADROSAUR NESTS HAVE BEEN FOUND COMPLETE WITH FOSSILS OF BABIES. THE BABIES
HAVE SLIGHTLY WORN TEETH, SUGGESTING THAT THEY WERE PROBABLY FED BY THEIR PARENTS.

15. ALTHOUGH STEGOSAURUS WAS ABOUT THE SIZE OF A BUS, IT HAD A SMALL HEAD (THE SIZE
OF A HORSE'S HEAD) AND A BRAIN THAT WAS ONLY THE SIZE OF A WALNUT!



